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and settled down with them in Thwil. He allowed people of the school to study them, so long as they showed them, and him, due respect..The Changer absorbed that with a
look of real amazement; but he did not question the Doorkeeper. He said only, "But not among the students.".have no other language..which all of them did..His voice was
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holds light.accusation..Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the Terrenon Stone in Osskil), the Old Powers were
inherently sacral and pre-ethical. During and after the Dark Time, however, they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic lands by wizards, as they were in the Kargad
Lands by the cults of the Priestkings and the Godkings. So by the eighth century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings at
the old sites. They were despised or abused for doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On Roke, itself the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the profoundest
manifestations of those powers-Roke Knoll and the Immanent Grove-were never spoken of as such. Only the Patterners, who lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link
human arts and acts to the older sacredness of the earth, reminding the wizards and mages that their power was not theirs, but lent to them..It looked very old. It had been
rebuilt and rebuilt again, but not for a long time. Nor had anyone lived in it for a long time, from the feel of it. But it was a pleasant feeling, as if those who had slept there
had slept peacefully. As for decrepit walls, mice, cobwebs, and scant furniture, none of that was new to Irian. She found a bald broom and swept out a bit. She unrolled her
blanket on the plank bed. She found a cracked pitcher in a skew-doored cabinet and filled it with water from the stream that ran clear and quiet ten steps from the door. She
did these things in a kind of trance, and having done them, sat down in the grass with her back against the house wall, which held the heat of the sun, and fell asleep..he
said. "And send the ships out of the bay. What is it you feel? How do you feel it?"."What all the students do. Live alone in a stone cell and learn to be wise! It might not be
what you dream it to be, but that, too, you'd learn.".Outside the gleam of werelight it was dark..cheek in a butterfly kiss, dark lashes. He looked up startled and did not know
what had touched.mystery, but I don't know. I only know that since I set foot on that hill I've been as I was when.protected Roke so long and protected it far more closely
now..of her neck. It was as if she was with him in the room. It was as if she was in him, as if she was."I'd say," she said, her voice thin and reedy, speaking to the curer, "that
if Alder's beeves stay afoot through the winter, the cattlemen will be begging you to stay. Though they may not love you.".to change your seeming. You have the heart, the
courage, the will of a man. You could enter the.He had forced them to boil any water they used. Now he said, "If you eat that meat, in a year.water and never enough to
warm a man. The cowboys rode out and tried to round up the animals so.in the west, or Osskil in the north, but they did send explorers out all over the Inmost Sea and.must
be a merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer the.She sat on a while by the Thwilburn. She was troubled by what he had told her and
by her thoughts and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her there. She went to the house, set out her supper of smoked meat
and bread and summer lettuce, and ate it without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still and warm in the late dusk, only
the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped off her sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran through it. She slid out
of her clothes, the man's breeches and shirt that were all she had, and slipped naked into the water, feeling the push and stir of the current all along her body. She had
never swum in the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands slipping
over silken underwater rocks and her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed away from her in the running of the water,
and she floated in delight in the caress of the stream, gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars..After this struggle, the line of the Kargish kings continued in Hupun,
nominally honored but powerless. The Four Lands were governed from Awabath. The high priests of the Twin Gods became Priestkings, In the year 840 of the
Archipelagan count, one of the two Priest-kings poisoned the other and declared himself to be the incarnation of the Sky Father, the Godking, to be worshiped in the flesh.
Worship of the Twin Gods continued, as did the popular worship of the Old Powers; but religious and secular power was henceforth in the hands of the Godking, chosen
(often with more or less concealed violence) and deified by the priests of Awabath. The Four Lands were declared to be the Empire of the Sky and the Godkings official title
was All-Emperor..He came through the halls and stone corridors to the inmost place, the marble-paved courtyard of the fountain, where the tree Elehal had planted now
stood tall, its berries reddening.."Oh, are you a teller? Oh, why didn't you say so to begin with! Is that what you are then? I."Tell me what you'll be doing-".He could not see
the woman any more. He was alone in the room, standing free..doubt in the back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning,.mere
toy, such as music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his business could never.there, not many of them. They were not buying or selling. There were no booths
or stalls set up..As they were talking with her master a wagon drew up on the dock and began to unload six familiar."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she
thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him.
He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an animal
himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..He had power to raise huge waves on the sea, and to stop the tide or bring it early; and his
voice could enchant whole populations, bringing all who heard him under his control. So he turned Morred's people against him. Crying out that their king had betrayed
them, the villagers of Enlad destroyed their own cities and fields; sailors sank their ships; and his soldiers, obeying the Enemy's spells, fought one another in bloody and
ruinous battles.."Books?" said a rush plaiter on North Sudidi. "Like that there?" He pointed to long strips of vellum that had been worked into the thatching of his house.
"They good for something else?" Crow, staring up at the words visible here and there between the rushes in the eaves, began to tremble with rage. Tern hurried him back to
the boat before he exploded.."That girl you liked, witch's Rose, she's tuning about with Labby, I hear. No doubt they'll come.There was a hush. Only the music played, as
though from behind the wall. A woman made a.Among the Hardic-speaking people of the Archipelago, the ability to do magic is an inborn talent,.be a passing, childish gift,
like his sweet treble voice. There was too much fuss already made.talons to a man's legs and his great wings to arms..through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed
to know every step, or perhaps he did not know
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